hthotrity ? Nothing flattering. This, he tells us, is beyond all question a rotten staff, which leaned upon by all who suffer from stone will certainly fail five-sixths of the number; nearly one-half will find that it is totally inapplicable to their case; from one-third to one-fourth will fall ^mediate victims to its determined application; and from one-third to one-fourth will escape to lead miserable lives from diseased bladder, and then to die of diseased kidneys; not more than one in three or four of all ?who were held favourable subjects will find it a safe, effectual, and final remedy for their disease. The public and professional mind has been singularly abused in regard to the value of lithotrity as a general means of treating stone in the bladder.
Although we believe that the success of lithotrity has been greatly over- symptoms that occasionally ensue from the simple operation of sounding, we cannot surely be surprised that the introduction of the large lithotritic instruments, the hunting for the stone, the seizing and crushing it, the sharp fragments into which it is broken, and the repetition of the processes for its removal, should be fraught with dangerous excitement to a mucous membrane in a state, perhaps, allied to chronic inflammation, and connecting, by its continuity, the kidney with the organ we are treating so roughly.
Dr. Willis observes?The singular increase of irritation that takes place in consequence even of the spontaneous breaking up of calculi in the bladder, a phenomenon which sometimes occurs, and the danger to life that ensues thereon, is strikingly illustrated by the circumstances and the issue of a case which is related by Mr. Liston. A medical man, who had laboured under symptoms of stone for a great many years, and who by sounding himself had ascertained the existence of a stone in his bladder ten years previously, was one day met by Mr. Liston in consultation. In three days after this Mr. Liston was summoned to this unfortunate gentleman in a moribund state, from inflammation of the whole urinary system, his urethra being at the same time blocked up by large fragments of stone.
" It appeared," says Mr. Liston, " that on parting with me he had been summoned to an urgent case of labour. He ran quickly down a steep street, and at the bottom was seized with an urgent desire to make water, which he did in small quantity mixed with much blood, and passing some pieces of stone with sharp angles. He became alarmingly ill; went on from bad to worse; had retention of urine from obstruction of the urethra; suppression of urine followed, and death terminated his sufferings in a few days. Many portions of the calculus had been voided ; but much of it with the nucleus still occupied the bladder and urinary passage. The 
